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# My bountifull and uncorrupted Patron, 


Right Worſhipfull, 

NY Talent & little, but my love 
G ty great; were I able 10 ex- 
| preſſe it in a greater mea- 
ſure, or in an bigher nature, 

you ſhould be ſure to findeit ; 
| 20 I muſt ſay with that Fa- 
" ; % 3 Xbyw baguer, fs All that poore Mie 
Maiſers bave to requite their friends withall i 
: | & Ibokes aud Prayers ; Accept therefore 1 be- 
web you shis weake Sermon ( not worth the 
Az name 
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. name of a Book) as apledge of my bumble th 


loſſes and for my prayers co God on th 
fo Joh ſelfe, yo ir good Lady, and yo 


Fand Pamily , hey ſoall be e1 . 


wv P 
FX , 
, ny «5 


_ Your pooredevoted 
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PreachedarS.Pauls-Croſle 
*-: 00 Trinity Swiday;' TO, 


.2CHRON. 26.5: pac 
Þ long a4' be ſought the Lerd, God made bin 


to proper: | 


3 —_—— cc words containe the proſpe- 
= FAS. W/f rous and ſiccelſeſull "eſtate Ef 
| King" 7 =2/cb;,” during all" the 
time that 'hee ſeived and ſought 
theLord'; but as ſfoone as ever 
FAN hee fell foule with his God; hee 
=— oc fon his { happineſſe, 
\F 20d his proſperity went away with his picty: juſtas 
"YH youſee your Comets and Meteors:that hang in the 
Hf ayre, ſolong as aig keepenjol inthe Go arnent 'of* 
\'F heaventhey ; and-wnake” a; glorious 
celeſtial ES the in the « GS all/behiolders s but if 
once they decline from: that —_—_ and fall downe the 
a 4 ' 3Z Ee / 


The * fo proſe. 


ſo long 
ſhall f 


oy earthly; 


hithis profhcricy WEVAnL 
proveworfe t nning.” 
thy prefident; forglhthar doe E reto —_ 
ſuppoſe tis every mans defireſoto doe, as one ſaid 
' Beata welt homo eſſe, etiam nou [is vivends ut poſt 
eſſe ; Every man would be'blefled , though heetaky 
acourfeto be curſed, every manouldigoe toiheb 
ven,though he run the way that leads direclly to.hell 
ſo every man would proſper, though he take a courk 
toperiſh, but if a man doth. defire-true--proſperity, 
that; God; indeed. ſhould. proſper” Bin, -and gi 
a bleſh toall that belongs. um, let-him talk 
the courſe that F'=£44b ſometime did , lethiqſeds 
the Lord, and God willmake bieto proſper. Sola 
whe ſanght: the Lord; God made himito profptt ©. ©) 
.\Inwhichwords are.two; Bene allthing 
ſerved; P 
Is The ground and foundation of tru alle 
INY«:: mito 2:75 7:1 ho ' (5 3148 
10; The baundsaad fate otic; — tel 
Fiſt, the.ground and. foundation of true profpe 
cy; y: and that is this; ; L muſt 'bee buile and. L | 
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il fed upon religionand pietie, God maſt beſouphtun- 

ere true prof] ie can bee xrtair'd'to- *(Hor ſought 
N Wu: pry orig oper, © Jeneh | 

| Secondly, the bounds and limitation of proſpe1 
Þ how far it reacheth, and how Jong it laſterh, Os 
x onely during thetimethathe ſetves and feckes the 
Lord, [ So long as he ſought the Lord, fo long (and no 
koger)Gad meat him to proffer.] 
Inthe firft obſerve two particulars, Matis duty;and 
Gods mercie; Firſt, mans dutie fo ſeeke God', Se- 
condly, Gods mercy to proſper them'that fecke him. 
Now becanſethe whole hopeof our proſperitic, and 
Gods ſacceſſe, depends onelyupon onr piety in ſeek- 
he of God ; I will therefore þranch it out into foure 
reaſtances, which like the foure Rivers of Fes, 
ſhall (Itruſt) water this Garden-plot of God, and 
nike your loules proſperthe better. 

1, What it is to ſecke God; 

43, How, and it what manner we muſt ſexke hin, 
#2, When,or what time, 
Tl Whiete or in whit place wee muſt ſeeke* him 
MY tincane'ſo 45 that wee may proſp, Sk ing him, 
ktthet is the 5:3, ther proud -Wor bg 
Fein, aid thall (by Gods pdce) Be! nip 
Kahd interwoven into'every po 4 * 
a. mu it is toſecke Go i $6257 manimay pro- 
ID ing him. T6ſetke'C ts nothing «fc 
1 To ſe pleaſe God, to'ſecketo'pet into favour 
; | vithGod, to fecketo oct Gods gc dawill; 35 the 
 N Pidontans did with ered, 4s 12. 20. When they 
'Þ teard that Herod was diſpleaſed' with them), .and 
| mended to make warre upon then”; they _ 

| frie 


DN 


<< © - Them way fo vindiers 

friendſhip with Blaitu the Kings Chamberlain, an 
ſought by all meanes poſſible to get into fayour 
him againez and-why 2. Becauſe ( laid they): 5 
hands are nouriſhed by the lands of the King. "This 
ourcaſe, our lands , our lives, and; all that wee 


are nouriſhed and ſuſtained by the. King of wh. 
and therefore when wee know that. es is diſpleaſed : 
with us, 25 juſtly hee may ( for as David faith ) a. 
Proveke him every day , then let us doe as they did, 4 
they made. friend(hip. with Bleffus; ſo let us make 


friendſhip with J cſus; Chriſt, and deſire himto 


us into Gods favour: And this is that we call the ſeek , 
ing of God. Now this braſe of ſeeking God, im 


' plies that we are ata lofſe inthis behalfe ; and indeed 


{owearey wee haveall of us loſt the favour of Gat. 
by our ſinnes , and except wee ſceke to regaine and. 
recover it by our prayers and. repentance, wee mult 


never looke toproſper. Not proſper may ſome ſay? 


have 


and ſeeke the Lord, that live altogether by uſury 
_ andop perſbon, ht, 


and. ll, deali ing, Nhat! have. not God-in all they 


thoughts, who 'profper more then they? Lanſwe 
= and I hope I ſhall make i bois thatama 


not God may thrive in. the: world ; 


ch, and gather goods, a0d yet not proſper next 
prolperiry another. A man n6- 


ver af proſpers till hee cometo have G/w hispro- 


ſperity, whereof you ſhall read in the third Ep illeol 
Saint Tohn,ver. 2.1 Twi above «ll things that rhamdf 


| uber, even as thy ſonte, projercth. 


When | 


gs Ry 
T l # "6+ 200 
- {pk Ss | $ 4, - 
. Tas _ '» « - & i Nl D : F 


Why, who proſpers more many times then they that | 
jeaft care, and make leaſt conſcience to fo 


and extortion ,, by fraud | 


"0 a ater $i adn £3 an. g—_—— Fr © PINE. = —_— 


_OO nm 
nd FF: hen a mats ſoule doth. proſpet-in:grice and 
th" goodnes inwardly.; together as'his:eftaredoth pro-. 
ſpect io wealth and ſubſtance entwardly , thar, and 
"WM cone but that is true proſperitie. 1 Again,many times: 
© cflls out ſo,and a mat in himſclf{li2ll-find ir fo, thar 
Many a man is likethe Pine tree,of which they write, 
thatifthe barke be peeled off, it willlaſt a long time; 
ee/it rots::ſo God:ſees , that many:aman if hee had 
his bark upon him, if hehad the wealth of the wotld- 
tout him, it would rothim, and make him worle, 
thetefore God is faine to barke him , and peele him, 
tokeepe him naked and bare,and poor, that his {aule 
myproſper the better lt 
/ Saint 4#2»ſtine gives two reaſons why it pleaſeth 
God'to withhold outward proſperity from them that 
mrardly;proſper , and.to deny outward bleffings to 
them whom he hath-inwardly bleſt with grace, firſt, 
BW {ft wicked: people ſhould thinke:;- ob bas colendurs: 
Dew, that Gods ſervants did ſetve him-ohely for 
theſe things : as the devill accuſed F( ob chapter I'v-H0s; 
Haſtthou not confidered:my. ſervant 706 (faith God) 
how upright he walkes, and haw:carefully he ſerves 
me?-I cannot blame him: (quoth- Satan) that-hee 
ſerves thee, hee doth it 2 224%, for his owne 
feed, to ſerve his' owne turne, for thou makeſt 
fuch'an hedge about him, and ſo fenceſt him in 
with thine invinſible proteRion, : that' none of all 
his enemies can make the leaſt gap to breake in upon 
him; doe but put forth thy hand ( ſaith the devill) 
| mu leſrvam, (he meanes) thy puniſhing, thy vin- 
diRive revenging hand, and touch himwith that ( on 
| B the 


&  Theway toproſper; " 

the Spider toucheth the Bee) touch him to tormedii... 
_ him, and thou ſhilt ſee Zeb will curne-another leaf... 
and in ſtead of -blefſing thee , will curſe thee tot... 
face, Yea, doſtthon thinke fo (ſaith God) docthali.,.. 
take him to doe, Ile give thee.leave, puniſh hin of « 
Aja him, dvragy _ to him,/ſpare-buthis lifel.- 
thou ſhalt ſee [#7 will ferve nite no lefle then heeditl 5, 
before; and fo it fell out. And the ſame mind doediM;.. 
Gods faithfull ſervants beare, proſper or not pralpy 
_ thrive or not thrive, rewarded or'not rewarded, allifill .; 

one fothetn., they will and are reſolved'to ſerveallil , 
| bearaanercenary mind, and ſerve him onely tomy 
2 paine Of his ſervice, and ſoalwayts be lookinggl 
lingering after temporall favours; this-would tar 
F4810814am in avaritiam , Chriſtian paticnce intoicys 
rall covetouſneſle, and make. men carnally:mindel 
In their ſpiricuall affaires: that were n13.6-4nute;; (lt 
the Apoſtteipeakes ) an affeRion of diſhonour, al 
would diſcover a kinde of baſeneſſe in Gods ſervay; 
tofeeke him onely for their ownends; therefore Gal 
les x beſt in ſoine caſes, to reſtraine proſperitic from: 
them. that ſreke him-;- and that ,' «ito- conſolio,upa 
deepeadvice , and'great reaſon, as you ſee; Fil, 
to: convince the world of their miſopinion of Godt 
ſervant; Secondly, torefifiethe affeRion of they 
that ſervehim, thatthey may learne notto linger 
terthat which God in his wiſedom ſees good to hold 
them ſhort of. - | wo 

Butior the proſperitie of wicked and ungodly ma 
( to-xeturne.to thar) of ſuch as ſeek not the Lord, but- 
Mics: mingle-theie «wealth with wickednclſe,; and 
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Kel ixe their: proſperity with blaſphemy ; that ſet their 
© mouth 2gainft heaven and ſay, as'cis in'7eb, chaop.21, 
15. #40 i the Almighty that wee ſhould ſerve him? 
yp rr what profit ſhould wee'have if wee pray wnto him * 
= $uch men as theſe, the morebutwardly happy they 
wa ae, che more undoubtedly miſerable ; that which 


ws #ecount the felicity and the happineſe of ſuch men, 
ua; indeed their ruine and their bane, to thrive well 
i byevill courtes. You know what God did to Wophas 
"nd ?hivce , that were as wicked wretches asthe 
wa athcould beare 5 God let them alone, letthem go 
"a ona0d proſper and domineere overthe poore people, 
{them no crofſ'e, nor diſcaſe, nor judgement to 
menvupt them , but let them take their ſwinge inthe 
yay height of their rebellions; Why would God 
ſuffer ſuch Aagitious villaines to have their will with- 
out controule £ God himſelfe is pleaſed to give an 
xcount of it, x $4m.2.25. Becauſe (ſaith the Tex 
ktewould deſtroy them + this is the event and iflue of 
a wicked mans proſperity. 7 have ſeene the wicked 
great profperity (faith David, Pſal.z7.35.) flourt- 
ſhag like « greene bay tree. Why like a greene bay. 
tree rather then like a greene oke-tree , or greene ap- 
fle-tree?I will tell you what I thinkthe reaſon is, The 
bay-tree (you know) is greene all the winter long, 
when oke-trees, and apple-trees, and all otherfarte 
more profitable and fruitfull trees doe wither, decay, 
and ſhed their leaves, ſtand naked and bare.and looke 
gifthey were rotten 8& dead ; then doth the bay-tree 
foariſh-and looks as freſh and as greene as it were in 
"FF themidft of the ſpring ; when other trees decay, that 
Fj fouiſheth, So fares it with _— men in ſuch Win- 
+ 6 ;- _ 


a while ({aih David) I ſozeht him, bat he conldnyj 
fennd, as ithe had ſaid, I ſought on carth in hismy 
fion, in his dwclling- place, thence he was gone, they 
hee was not to be found , afterward T ſought himy 
«heaven, to ſee if I could finde him there among 
Saints and blefled ſoules above, there he was noth. 
be found-: Where was he then 2 Verily he was gu 
downe, as is ſaid of Judas, 47s 1.25, is #7imr bil 
| gone downeto his owne place, gone downe tohel, 
there David might have found him; but- there hy 
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taught him not. . And this is.the: miſerable endoki 


wicked mans proſperity. | F 
The confideration whereof may be a ſtay.unton 
againſt that great temptation that troubled Devi 
and Terewy, and ſtill troubles them that are weaken 
faith, to ſcethe proſperity of wicked men, to ſeet 
goewell with them that be. evill, and ill wich theg 
that doe well, Doſt thou ſee an ungodly manlada 


with wealth , honour and caſe 2 oſt thou ſeanty,.l. 
3 poctit 
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ingl] gocrite-and anvevilt liver bleftas B/26 Was With the 
upd Jew of heaven; and tlie fatneſſcof theearth; dot - 
in thou fee a'gracelefle ruin, - one that feaſts without 
thalfl fear es STII EO PIP at ct" pop 
wall fingJand lives without Godtand'yerthis-body vigo- 

Tl ti coicts ledtevniS if eftath ee | ey | 
Wl ins word, doſt thou'ſce them proſperthat ſeeke'not 

lnff the Lord, but Iye-watlowing inthat which God ab- 

all hors; and-tand chargeable'in-their ſoukeswithehat 
ik ghich ſeparates and divides [betwixt: man and His 


God? why,be not diſcomforted ar it, be not difqui- 
cd with ir, doe not fret thy ſelfe becauſe of the-un- 
godly, neither bethou envious at evill doers:: biit 
confider the end'of thoſe-men, that is the Apoſtles 
expicſſion, 14s 5.11. .'Youknowthe paticnce of 
Wand what end the Lord:made with him, though 
-berurſt him at firſt, yer he doubled his bleſfing ups - 
himat laſt ; fo tay till you ſee what end God will 
make nick CO _ O God, faith a yang 
Wal.73.18.. Then haſt ſet-theſe menin ſlipperyplaces, 
> them downe = hulls % Ks that 
ſtands in lwbrico-in a ſlippery place,as on ice or glaſs, 
SY fhall- have much-adoe-to keepe himſelfe upright 
- though no body touch:-him,: but if one ſhould come 
S upon him-unawares.,and givehima ſudden juftte,or 
aſudden 1rfh; he hath no power inthe world to up- 
hold himſelfe, - but muſt tall and that dangerouſly: 
and this is the caſe of wicked wealthy men ,' they 
' thinke they are: doaaule/,, unmoveable: and faſtned 
- ona rocke that neyer ſhall (bee-moved g- but they 
re deceived's God. that knows: their ſtandings, 
{tells. us hee hath-ſet--them 0 {lippery : nh, 


ad it yill-nat. helonphte: God fendfomed, 
nt, ſome evillangell orothertogi 
- ſuch a ſadden juſtle, ſuch a ſuddenruſh,th 


| NE ee en adn mm 
tance on cheit owne part , \they-muſt fall i 1 Sinn NM 


into the pit of hell, And_this is he firſt point Ideli tl qui 
 tohave handled, namely, that'che right way for if 
man to proſper indeed is to ſerve and ſeek the Log 
whoſoeyer proſpers without ſeeking of 69d, his pro. 
ſperity in this world,ſhall be his rune and dition 
n_—_ to come. 
, the manner how one that defines 


. proſper mul lceke the Lord, and that is to w_ 
ewo wayes: | 


To Humiliter z 
2. Feraciter $ 


Humbly and unfinedly . orrowfull y and is 
cerely. 


- Firſt, Hunihter, as the blefſed Virgin Mary roll | 
Our Saviour, Luke 2:48. Thy father and I heve ang 
thee ſorrowing. They that would find the Lord mult Wl 
ſceke him "ei Ar lad and heavy hearts,be 


- wailing and bemvaning their owne miſerable eſtate 
chrough finte before God, asir is ſaid of the Iſras 


 lites,1 $499.7.2. Whenthe Arke of God was depu- 
ted from them, they lamented after the Lord : the 
beſt andtrueſtlatnenationinthe world-is to lament 


akter the Lord; and a mai hath never ſo juſt a cauſe 
tolament as. when the Lord for ſinne is departed. 


fromhim, We reade iti the ſtory of Aichs Jndg.18. 


: KT when the Souldiers had taken aw; Ichs 'fl 
ke ranne crying and weeping after $5 


| Thy" profiert 
can diſtracted and deprivedof: all his comfortthe 
Couldiers hearing him,turned backe and asked hing, 
phathe poodonogn Acke, Yee han Tal away 
ew $116? can 
OE ne ther hab io hang th 
= Tf Michs: could finde:inh 


God, the God of all comfort and conſolation; and 
hat by aa rre' isthe worſt loffe of all, 2nd that 


Wl beegricved,, nay notmoved awwhity breake none 
Wl of ki ſleepe; none of his wonted ſports for it, as 
WY ifiroreckoned God as good 


of his goods, 


God for ever. God was angry: 
Biſ.7. 1.4. becauſe they | 
and wize,but did not 


withthe carnall rews, 


cry unto him with their hearts; 


ſcanted God. intheir duty: 


in the care of a man ſuch are the*. 


tea to lametit - 
lofſeof a falſe god,a god of his own making, - 
good gods as tha ing -o che ba of the fire, _ 
| ray ing of meat;(as ſay ſpeaks) - 
ſhall a Chriſtian. finde in his heart cb o) 


notby away-(.25-in 211che7 caſe) - 
bie'by\ his -owne ati:and wilfalt defaule. "and. not : 


loftas found 2 'God 

MY forbids Certainely,hee that canlamentfor the loſſe 
and cannot lament for the loſſe of his 
God; 1s: worthy to toſe both his goods and his 


howled upon him for corne - 


they | howled becauſe God had ſcanted them in his - 
mercie, but they never howled becauſe they had 
they howled for/want - 
of meanes.not for want of grace, which is the great- - 
eſtwantof all : obſerve therefore what a deſpica- : 
ble, contemptible terme God pives their prayets, 
Þ kecallsthem alulatus, howlings ; like the homlings - 
ofa Ss a Wolfe , which is a moſt harſh un- 


Prayers. » 
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a oboh | 
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They hevled, an mcputh at uk 
Fay evliipt milbobelrniaeturtiedobtineins 


of lene God: you may wks itin Atoſes, Ex 
1419+; Whenthe 1ſreclizex were nnaghned 
Sex; havingthe Scabeforethem;:rheiren 
ee foie ; rocks and hills of cach fide of th thi 
the text ſaith, The people cryed; and nie dols 
full howling and Jamentation-to the Lord. 7 
| held his peace;and:hehe iſſue:|Populcic clamabity;* 
non audjebatur gactbat Moſes TIEN: wat. "1 
. cried and God heard not thens; ttaſes beld his peace A 
he wes beard,ver5. Why diff thow ery unto me(laith. 
God) whenhe utteredinever:a word; norm: 
noiſethat-wecanreadof, onely/hishcart Hy 
that was it that-God-liſtned-unto'::and there 
any man find-himſelte to be mer EO; of fucks: 
hard and dry 8nd:btawpy-temper thathecanne of , 
withhiseyes 5: let hirdery! with hisheatt "and Bl 
enough, Avitis ſaid ofour Saviour, #eb.4\.65 . 1 
in the be ayes of his; fleſhhee offerd prayers and ſis 
cations #4345 Jopapus ; king criesang 
| ; he did neconly cry 0g: 
ly, hee did eyenſicainehtoſetein is prayers 
he greateſt vehemcency. that-piifſibly' heb could > 
-not-+faint:and-fecble:cry;; butitisa' we by 
heartie. cry that wakens.thelT,ordtoliſtentous,) # 
the-Diſciples awaked our Saviotir when wp | 
[the Dp, M4t.3..:Ifamother hear herchild A 


— 


a, Cry heart ever ſheeiga”s 
kngſhee. if Wa Ee to {till ther chile: q 
Cod 15 more compatſionate andiender gyer bis, chil- | 
q ten. | th hen any earchly mother over hers; -if hee doc. 
bit heare us cry heart d. earneſt; hee. 
1 th.n not the power to.containe himſelfe biit will +. 


a As 20d have mercy on us;. that is the reaſon. 'olit 
ayers brat ſaccefle, becauſe they want heatt, their 
0:15 qecoding to. their vigor. You will ſayit 
um reagood comfort for amanthusto cry and lament 
adm: ake his 3 moan to God inthis ſad and Torrowfull. 
" if aman were but fiireto proſper everthe 
FS that Trefer youtoan inſtance in Scripture, 
9.19 9, Kot 1Ch16:4.9,10.1t isfaidof. labez who. 
tt. ſorrow, that he Was more honourable 
Il tis brethren, God praſpered him and hers 
; m ir iq F OIre EI ors bee can [7 FF 
keever.19. 41d [abes callea op the Geary 1[r4e, M 
0h b1h, hath af bleſſe ieindeed, andinl p/n 's | 
a, and that thy hana wi ight be with mie, and that thew. 
be lf keep me OS il, that it may not grieve me, 
nd (laich the text): Goa od granted him tha CLEAR 
W A that i is pany am pioſ pto ſperity ed H a. 
| glperous and 2 y lifeithetc 1 i5 the fruitofa go ly: 
trow. A ſorrowfull man (a Zabes was) -when hee 
 praye ood carneft, that God will bleſle him in- 
deed, 7s rob with him in all his wayes , ſuchanone 
Al be ſure toproſper in his ſuit, ard ſhall undonb- 
dy receivc either whathee doth aske or what hee, 
u} : he then that defitcsto proſper. [et MA, . | 
f the Lord this Way Z dblenitr ſorrowfully, . og Ret: 
$ Fire, iroly, ſineerch, Led with his} EA 


24 The way to proffer. FT 
Dear. 4. 29. If thes ſecke the Lord thy Grdthiw hub þ 


_* finds bins, if thos ſeche him mith all thy heart. Hethy Nl you 


would find-God muſt ſecke him entirely, unfainedly, 
and not by halves but with his whole heart , becauk Ml gh 
God though heelove cor comritums, « broken heert 1 il thi 
heart, rent and torne with griefe and godly formoy Wl 6, 
for finne, yet hee cannot abide cor diviſum, « cloves 
heart, 'ﬆ heart parted and divided within it ſells, 
which makes a man to bee (as Saint Zemes calls him): 
<»it Joes, a double minded man fo we tranſlate, W-gf 
bur the word ſignifies a man with two ſoules, or with Ml. 

ewo mindess ſucha man muſtnever leoke to proſper Wl þ 
by his ſceking of God. I will give you an inflanceli 
one ta E5r0x.10. the two laſt verſes , tis laid, MW & 
that Seo? died for the ſinne that he finned againſt thy WM h 
Lord : what was that * one was for ſparing Jiu MWg 


and the Amalcktes cattell , pretending devotinn i « 


when hee did it forgainez butche maine finne wal 
_—_— woes tothe Witch, and ſought notty MW 
the Lord, therefore the Lord flew him. ' Someman 

ry fay, Did not Sc«/ſeeke tothe Lord? thathedi | 
lookeinto t $4,238.65. Youſhall ſee that Seul tried W. 
all wayes to ſecke the Lord, andthe Lord wouldnt 
be foundgf him noranſwer him, neither by Dreams; 

_ norby Utim, nor by Prophets : How then canthis 
hold good ,” that Saul ſhould dye for not ſeeking of | 
God, when hee ſonght him, and God would notas, il 
{wer him? the beſt anſwer that I cangive is this, vw 
widetur fier] quod non legitime ft , that which is not. 
done Opttly and fincerely as it ought to bee done is 

_. counted as hot done in the fight of God; Savlsſceling. 


ao God was countedas not [geking of God becaule- i 


oft —_— if - { - 
a q 


4 1 F* him vor Gacerly Das oughtts. ſeck him, 
a Or inanother kind,2Xing.17+32,33 

4 BY hide heSararitan-Aſſy rians that J, 
& I ghich were tranſplanted out of 4ſr/« into Samarl, 

1 thittber feared the Lord and ſerved their owne gods 

}  f,and the next verſe ſaith, hey feared not the Lord at 
vB aft How cantheſe things concurre? one verſe faith, 
IB they did feare God, a Gith, they did not fears 
4 um. A4vfs ſw. od, 0h God 5 counted 2300 feare 
of God, becauſe it was no fincere feare of God :- had 
Bf te truly feared God they ſhould never have necd. 
(i tofeare their owne Idols, for heethattruly fearcth 
 Godhath his bleffing , that he ſhall neede fears no- 
"| elſe bur God in! this ſerviceof Godz es conerari- 
: h k bethat feares not God hath this caſe. , that God 
| gilleive him ſucha trembling heart that he rr ag 
Y ey thing but God, Idols and Divells and all , 

: % ble pcople did , and therefore was their feare of 
H&G: od counted 35 no feare of God, becauſe no fincere 
fear; a5 Sas ſeeking is counted as no ſeeking becauſe 


Imweo fincee fern of God. 
Oper at lip labour is but loſt labour, 
md lame prayers are but loſt prayers inthe fight of 
God-: the Apoſtle gives us a caveat, 3 1#bu$.. to 
take. heed that wee loſe not the things wee have 
F mought; a man were better loſe any thing that hee 
K kahbwrovght, thanloſe his s prey wy abs I A 
TC 


tkvotion : Z4b1« deloſe þ in ſermonibus fnt, ſaltems tn 
Autionibus non fit, deceittull lippes 7 a.double 
—__ they bee found-in our other. Foe foeches , let 
F. ther-not be found in our prayers in any caſe (faith S. 
-"dh God. forbid thata So ſhould won 
| 2 _ 


4236 TH way to. ny 
and difſemble with God and the world in his dey 
'onsz-hethat doth ſolet him never looke to" prof pe q FF 
Spomon ſpeaks it peremptorily,Pr0v.28.13. Heejlyll 
bideth his fins ſhall wot proſper* that is,a5 we may 
itto our purpoſe, he that makes Religion a doi 
cover and cofour his deceit ; he that'makes dey im 
4veileto hide his ſinnes, foch an one ſhall oY 
ſper; he therefore that defires proſperity, thinks 
the betord wverdciter _ nts \ 000 
Thirdly , thetime when we muſt ſeek God; ſed 
thati is to be confideredifirwo Citcutaſtances:" : "il te 
Genera ang”. f ata i "Wt the 
Particy ly. waey $70} 2115 Thien x 
Firſt, 75 VR s Hu ab FOR t0 rope 
ſeeke God at all times. As weſay , Nnllam ferepa 
eurrit Reg! ; for notime come ac to God,n 
or eveni , midday Ot ohiaks ht, all times art el 


'.1 
\ k 


forthatr matter ; amancan A. come unſcafol 
with a ſuiteto God, Fxed.13. Moſes ſate Ho mo 
ning tillnight to hearethe cauſes of: the ps, X 
hegrew weary of it ” and was fairie-to-piveRt% 
dutherejs'one above, WF £=g 'Chriſtthe*righk 


that fits continually a ntic'5s jugakining, Feb.0, M 
the" 'riphit hang of Majeſtic 6n-high to hear f? { 
ivſes att a HS - his) povre Ark n 1 
4nd is ry c 

Iefereto hea i: Itis2 Ae (hen Y 
"Avgaftize-ripkes | out ofthe parable" propoſed 


- OureSAVIOUr,: Sake 14.2 WHetehetharknocke ar" 
Hight th Þbrroiw bietd/of. bisneighbour , foutis 


.the: whole funily alleepe, ollely theimaſter ob 


J "The way to-profter. 7 137 
6 jouſe wes awake, and he anfwered, aad opened, :and 
© Y-ve hith that he craved;though itwasatanunſcaſon- 
time 3 NPs defanitoribuereſpondit,> nonc of all - 
bf children made hitany anſwer; they were all aſleepe, 
a wiythe Miſter wasawake and heard him when hee | 
Lf alled, Juſt ſo it fares with us when wee knocke and 

ithedoore of heaven for any-mercie ;>notie of 
In Prophets nor Apoſtles 5 none of all the bleſ: 
ſedSzints departed mnakeusanyaniwer;alas,: they 
heate us Hot, the! 

at Jabours at 
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The ng tegrafer, 
morning-hytane unto God. 'Tis but a cog op "iy 
apply it this z Weall hope taballlhell 
kr eine ra 


bleſſing —— —— 

childier doeus, and no doubt but God will bjeſ 
the beter all <h49 afrer,106 8.5.6. ri 
w7i0 God betimes , and make 1hy ſpices w | 
mighty, ſarely now be will awoke for thee , and maketh Mie 
bubitation proſperoue. I make no doubt bur Tay 
_ of youareeatly riſers, that are up before the mor ni 
wack; ſay, before the morning watch; (s) h 
the day ftarreor the Sunne appeare ; and *cis pr jor 
fora man to bee "04 never the neeres 
hee thatriſcth early to pray and ſeeke the Lord, 
bee ſure notto loſe his labour, forhee ſhall pi 
the better all the day , 1f thou will ſeeke the Lord, 
Yea, butthere'sa mm ey 
crofle and commalithl, Prov.1.28. They fball;} 
ave early, butthey ſhell nat finderee. Is he Sctip 
contrary'to itſeife ©: Doth-God {ay in oneplace 
geſtoke Os yee ſhall Ro ET 
Thouehyouſerk mec early you ſhall not fiude me 1-H 
ſhall Tre Loom which believe, | whichto-bui . ( 

Theeratwolleml Gods enly, "ls k. Mr 
ently s Gods early isto fecke him in thefirſt "W |: 
Huje 'vmnia ailgremas Dean ( wasthe old rule) be WW 
Fore wee eat orurinke, beforewe worke or play, be 
fore wedoe any'thing , doethat firſt; firſt ſecke the 


Kingdomeof God,and that's Gods early Margenly 


- 


ſkate beginning of trouble, the beginaing fic 
all weetch upon earth will ſecke the Lord, but then pe 
(IM ppeace, ſbal hardly finde him in trouble; he that will 
re ſeeke him in health, ſhall ns ode him in | 
vB icknefſe, yea, though he ſeek him early, atthe very 
iſt,atthe very beginning of it, as 7046 fled tothe Al- 
ain his perplexity, but it favednot his life, becauſe 
Whenever cameat it in his proſperity to offer upon it.. 
[WE Sthatyou ſee, if we take mans early to ſeeke God, 
[ve may chance to miſſe him z but if we take Gods 
[WW aly, we ſhall be ſure to finde him. © 
Wor then that defire to proſper , remember Gods. 
phe firſt thing you doe in the morning, let it be 
God, never thinke your ſelves dreft till that be 
Ektthy ſoule have a mornings draught as well as. 
dy, I mean a morning prayer to fence itagainſt 
inteQious ayre of the world : Solomon: gives the 
a Prov.27:1. For who cantell what 4 day. may- 
faup * Tis a Metaphortaken from a wombe, 
# woman 1s in travell who can tell what ſhee 
Wpcing forth till ſhee bee delivered , may beea- 
ae; may bee a daughter , may be a monſter? ſo- 
medthe wombe of the morning is in travell , who 
Mad tell what a day may bring forth , may be «lbae, 
"Way be er des, may bee 2 white, a happy , a com- 
"Wfonible day, may be a blacke, adiſmall, adolefull 
, 5 2: we doe not know what a day may bw_y_ forth, 
Yi victher judgement or mercy , whether good orbad: 
Yes (therefore to prevent the worſt, *tisggoodto. 
Yule fire worke for our owne fafety., amy E . 


20 The way to profit, Y 
-ſcekethe Lotid-ihttic rhiog and then; come/ ni 
will exurgr) Fir the beſt; God willtung 
all togo0d,0wnlecooperaniar,cy'e. Rom.8.: Allth 
worktognther for good to them that love God. 
i\i:Hethern that would be proſperous reed 
llethinbetclifioueandipray well, for herhatpi 
well canneverſpecd amiſle : and therefore if y 
onethat: followes his-calling ,- and is-not folle 
with Gods blefling ,/ it may juſtly be Cha I \ th | 
ſuch a one refraines/-prayer from Almighty od.q 
Eliphaz told 7eb/in another caſe,-70b 15.4. Nom/y 
juſt with God toreſtraine proſperity from them th 
reſtraine their prayers frombim, 'cis juſt with God 
withhold: his blefſigg from; thoſe thathaves Ww 
carenor the grace to atke it, So-much for the tig 
order of our ſecking of the Lord, 
_ /Fourthly,,-where,, or. in what place y 
ſecke God. Generally , wecare t9 Ce hig 
where, for God is #wni-preſent,, in all plac 
. foundof them that: ſceke him Faichfully + 
faith, -Pfalme 139. 3+, Thos art «by 
and aboin my pathes, and ſpieft out all my me ; 
little thinke when wee: lye-downe in; our-bi 
dogge lyes dawne'in a kennell,, without any pt 
any cjaculation, any good motion to God- -wardgy 
littlethifke that God is ſo neare us; that hee i i" 
aur beds, and dath: obſervare excabiee.,.wmachalll ; 
watchings, and obſerve our! lying downe,,. and - ; 
rihog vp. G 
;:Againe; Z when: we walke in Circoltas, R walls coth 
Devilszoutd ftom.one owl another , from ox 
FS another, from One il company to ano 
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; Tho way toproſler. it 
Wl. elite think that God is about 6ur pathes,and ſpi. 
" «out all our wayes: but whether wee thinke it or 
$0, ſo it is for certaine, and therefore to apply it the 
right way; In what place ſoever wee ſeeke God, in 


«S bed or up,within door, or without, in the field, or in 
ES the road,we ſhall be ſure to find him to our comfort 
= 1dprotection. But more eſpecially, theie is a pro- 
W per peculiar place appointed for Chriſtians to ſeeke 
the Lord in,and that is the Church of God, the San- 
Quary or houſe of prayer, ther's his dwelling place, 
and thither muſt we reſort to ſeeke him. We have 
mn expreſſe law for ir, Deut. 12.5. - 7» that place 
which the Lord jour God ſhall chuſe to put his Name in, 
that his habitation foal ye ſeek uno him, Neither 
Wmasthis 2 law Judiciall,or Ceremoniall, that bound 
te ſew only tor a time; but moral 8 perpetual,that 
nds the Chriſtian for ever,to ſeek the. Lord where 
isto be found, (2) in his Sanctuary, theywhat re- 
to come there, may juſtly bee termed ( as Eſas 
=) profane perſons,as being procul 2 fans,far from 
feSanuary', and conſequently out of Gods pro- 
Ron; for they that are thus out of the one, are out 
ofthe other alſo. 77 Ras 
"*As St. 4»ſtin notes out of the parable, Zuk, 10.30. 
| Concerning the man that fell among theeves, and 
ms wounded and left halfe dead, tis noted of him 
thathe was going downe from 7eruſalem to Terichs; 
from the Church I warrant you : Tersſalem was the 
Church of God, the holy city; - /exr!cho was a curſed 
place. branded with an ancient curſe ſince the dayes 
of Toſhua, and thither lay his journey : whereupon 


-Saint 4»ff/» notes, $1 no deſcendi(/et, fortaſſe in la- 
_ : D irones 


by 


22* The way to pro ſer. "I 
trones non tucidifſer,had he not been deſcending ang 
2oing downward from God and from:-his Church, 
peradventure hee had not fallen into the handsgf 
theeves. God would have proteQed him;the Loyd 
would have ſafe guarded and defended him,thatng 
ſuchevill ſhould have betided him; but becauſchge 
- was going from the Church to a curſed place , and 
like enough about a naughty buſines;therefore God 
gave him over,and he fell into the hands of theeyg, 
As many therefore-as defire Gods proteQtion and 
bleſſing , let them reſort to the Churchto ſerveand 
ſeeke the Lord... | 'D 
Yeuwillſay, it were a good comfort for a my: 
ſo to do, if he were but ſure to proſper ever the bet 
eer; but we ſee many that frequentthe Church dug? 
ly and daily, that yet proſper never the more; . 
Anſw;Ift be ſo, then ſurely tisto be feared, tha” 
fuch came not to-Chuch with a trueintent to ſeely 
God, but cither for novelty and faſhion ſake, orlat? 
company to doas others doe,or for ſome other fit” 
 ſterreſpe; they doe not make it their errand, their M 
aime, and the diift of their {oules to. ſeeke Gedyil 
they did, God would ſurely proſper them inone._ 
kinde or other : you know the place , Pray for the 
' peace of Ieruſalem, they ſhall proſper #hat love thee, 
That love what * that love Ier#ſalem, that love the 
Church of God; thatlove the word of God , that 
lovethe Miniſters of God, that love the ordinances. 
of God,they ſhall proſper (ſaith David, Pſal. 121, 
6,9.) Itthey doe not proſper outwardly, they ſhall 
proſper inwardly, if they doe not proſper in goods, 
they ſhall:proſper in grace, and that is thie better. 
prot 


———— ——_———_ — — 
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= Theway roprofer, NY 23 
td: profperitic by farre.: I ſay the better, and I will 
\ & make it good out of Heb.$ 6.1eſaus Chrift i the medl- 


atour. of a better covenant, eftabliſhed upon better pro- 
wjſes. The words at the firſt {ight imply, thatthe 
covenant of the Goſpel is a'better covenant then the 
covenant of the Law: and againe, that the promiſes 
ofthe Goſpel are better promiſes then the promiſes 
ofthe Law : Now if you looke into the Old Teſta- 
ment, you ſhall-finde that the promiſes of the Law 
were moſt of them, and the maine of them, temps- 
rallpromiſcs, promiſes of outward proſperity,that if 
they kept the commandements , and ſought the 
Lord, they ſhould dwell inthe good land, the land 
that flowed with milke and honey,they ſhould have 
carne,and wine,and oyle in abundance,they ſhould 
lay upgold as duſt, and the gald of ophir as the 
flints of the river, 706 22.24. theſe and the like were 
thepromiſes of the Law. Now looke intq the New 
"Teſtament, and you ſhall finde the promiſes of the 
Goſpel are cleanof another nature , moſt of them 
ſpirituall promiſes, promiſes of the pardon of fins, 
the peace of conſcience, the joy in the holy Ghoſt, 
and ſuch like : and theſe, ſaith the Apoſtle, are 
vile, better promiſes thenthe other. 

Hence I gather, that he that in theſe dayes ſeckes 
the face of God in his Church; and is of fuch a con- 
verlation as becommeth the Goſpel], if. he have not 
temporall proſperity,he ſhall-have that rhat is better 
for him, he ſhall have the pardon of his finnes, the 
favour of his God,the comfort of his conſcience,and 

the ſalvation of his ſoule, which are things of grea- 
ter worth then all the ts happineſs under hea- 
| 2 yen 


14 The way to proſper. b 
ven,and wil be a ſecret ſtay and comfort tothe ſonlj/ 
when all that the earth affords will not yecld xm: 
one dropof truerefreſhing. th 
- Youknow that the Pcitoners inthe Tower,” Ng: 
blemen, and great men, and ſuch others, thev arcin 
worſeeſtate and condition then the pooreſt Water: 
bearer in the City: : - for why 2+ though they hays 
.. good diet; good lodging, good attendance, fine * 

roomes, ſoft beds, curious walkes, 8c; yet they at 
ſub'ira, they arennderthe wrath and diſpleaſuredf . 
the King , and-looke every day when they ſhall be 
called out to arraignment, to have ſentence paſſes. 
gainſt them, -and- execution to be done upon them: 
Such is the caſe of a wicked wealchy man, whole 
finnes are unpardoned, -and whoſe conſcience is un; 
purged,and-whoſe ſoule'is unreconciled to God, he. 
15 in worſe cſtate and-conditionthen the pooreſtef 
Gods:ſervants that fare with bread and water: for 
why 2 though he have great friends, great means, 
and #prex cſtate,: yet he is, ſub ir« under the wrath 
ahd diſpleaſure of Gvd,and where-ever he gocsthe 
black:clouds of Gods heavy vengeance hang over | 
his head ,/ ready upon every provocation to drop 
downe upon him. No marvell then that $a/ome 
faith, The righteous mans more excellent then bi 
neighbthr,Prov.te.26. hedoth not deny but a righ- 
teous man may be poorer then his neighbour, yet he 
{aith,he is more excellent, becauſe his excellencys 
intrinſecall, (oz1is decor ab intws) the others is bit 
outward and advemitious, Now he that-ſhall count 
himſelfe more excellent then his neighbour, becauſe 
nee excels him in outward things, in wealth and 

"$4 worldly. 
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worldly goods, it is but (as one well comparesit) as 
famud-wall that the Sunne ſhines upon, ſhould 
boaſt it ſelfe againſt a wall of marble that Rands in 


\ What ſaith a Father, 4» ;deo Angelus panper, quia 
wohabetjuments? Shall wee count an Angell to 
bee poore becauſe he hath not heards, and flockes, 
11d droves of catfell, as worldly miſers have £ No, 
their riches are in another kinde. So ſhall we count a 
Chtiſtian poore and baſe becauſe hee wants the 
wealth of the world 2 No, they are rich in another 
kinde, what he wants outwardly, he hath it inward- 
ly,what he wants in meanes, he hath ingrace,though 
bebe not rich inthe purſe , hee is richiin the faith ; 
though hee have not filver and gold, hee hath that 
which is betcer then either , hee hath the precious 
Pearle of Gods grace, which is of more value to in- 
ickthe ſoule, then all the gold and filver inthe 


i norld. 


'The Goſpel (you know) compares grace to 
Pearles; now Pearles are of no value to dunghill- 
Cocks; but to them that know the worth ofthem, 
they are the onely riches inthe werld ; and the ra-' 
ther becauſe, 
Fiſt, they are durable riches, ne fire can conſume: 
-vay no moth can cate them, no ruſt take hold of - 
m. 


- Secondly, they are portable riches ' : a man that 


hath a thouſand pound in Pearls,may carry them all 


J about him, and neyer clog him, which he could not 


doe it his wealth lay-in-other things. So here,to one 
that hath no grace, to a godleſle graceleſſe man, the 
|; RR - | ob Peatle - 


-26 The wayto profjer. A 
Pearls of Gods grace is of no value ; but to onethy 
knows how to prize it,it exceeds all worldly wealth, 
as farreas gold exceeds dirt, and Pearles exceed 

pebbles; and the rather, becauſe, firſt, it is durable, 
it will never decay, nor be utterly loft. Secondlyjit 
is portable, it will accompany a man, wherelogye 
he goes, hee ſhall carry it with hin, «vr0-207. opus, 
' the friend of his boſome, the companion of his flv! 
dic, and a continuall comforter in all adverſity; yea, 
when death itſclfe comes to diveſt and {trip himdl 
all other riches, no death can ſtrip him of that, itisq' 
grace that ſhall never leave hign till it bring himb, 

OrY ; ; Ts 
Miſtake me not (I beſecch you) I doe not ſpeaks ? 
this to any mans prejudice,as if riches and Religion, 
as if goods and grace were v2 incompatiblead 
could not conſiſt nor ſtand together; but as out $ 

- viour ſaid tothe woman, Zeke 11.27.whien ſhe cried 
. out, Bleſſed & the wombe that bare thee, andthe pajt | 

| that gavethee ſucke: our Saviour denied not tharyfot ' 
that was trucalſo and undeniable, but anſwered het | 
by acorrective compariſon, yearather bleſſed are thty 
that beare the word of God and keepe it : ſoit isagiett © 
blefling of God to have the wealth of the world and 
to proſper outwardly ; but it is agreater bleſſingto | 
have the grace of the Spirit, 8 to proſper iowazdly. 
In regard whereof David having prayed for many 
temporal! bleſſings inthe behalfe of his people, tſil 

I44- 12, 13, £4» that their ſonnes might betall and 
hardy, and their daughters faire, their oxen ſtrong 
to-labour,their ſheepe fertile and frizitfull, that thee 
might bee 'no commotion nor complaining ae 

i b7 rcets; 
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UN frets at length windeth up all with this Zpiphone- 
Ml x-or concluſion , Bleſſed be the people that are in 
Bach a caſe; but on the neck of it he comes in with 
a) Zpanerthome or correRion of his former ſpeech, 
KY cxingin and revoking his words, as if he had ſpoken 
© aherwiſe thanwell, yea rather (ſaith hee) Blefſed 
BM zethe people that have the Lord for their God; as if 
mn indeed is a blefling in ſome kind, but 
tiehothing to this bleſſedneſſe , for that is but ex - 
xernall , chis is internal; that is but temporal! , this 
geroall,” He then that defires toproſper, whether in 
WM oxace, or in goods, or in both, let him thus doe;fre- 
"WI qentthe houſe of God, ſeck the face of God,reve- 
W cacethe miniſtry of the word,yeeld thy ſclfe to be ., 
novght upon by the powerfull Goſpell of Iecfus | 
Cuiſt,&this(i any thing)hwil make thee to proſper. 
2 Thus yon have heard the firſt point handled, 
mathe ſeverall circumſtances of it,touching mans 
duty, To ſeek God - the next is Gods mercy, To proſ-- 
wr them that ſeek him, 
God made him to proſper, 

Gidis the Authour of all proſperitie ; as David 7 
ſpeaks of promotion, it comes neither from the Eaſt, 
BE norfrom the Weſt ,, from the Nerth, nor from the 
South but it comes fxom God; ſo doth this. It is ob- 
ſeveable.that when 1/a«c bleſſed Iacob,Gene27.28. 
Thus he ſaid;Ged give thee of the dew of heaven, and + 
il tle farnes of the earth ,and plenty of corne and wineat- 
© ter, when he came to blefſe Eſa, hee gives him in a 
manner the very ſame blefſing, verſe 39. Behold, thy - 
deeling ſhall be the fatneſſe of the earth andthe dew of 
even from above;butno mention is made of pr In 
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.Eſax' « bleſſing,as was in Zacobs, Doubtleſle thigmliy? 
a preſage that Zacobs poſteritie , all true Iſrachiiſiivtt 
ſhould depend upon God for-thoſe:temporall blind 
ſiogs, and acknowledge themſelves. beholdinoyfide 
God fortheir autward proſperitie; and ſo ſhould 
Bſan's race, 1, mean the menof this world, of whale 
David faith,?ſel.17.14. They have their bellic (wi 
led with hid treaſure; for it is a6/conditur:, itis higyl107 
them ,* who it is that feeds and fillerh their belligWiht 
 namely,God;they know him not,neitherdotheywſ 
- knowledge his gifts: but we know him 8: are boli 
in duty and conſcience to acknowledge , that wellfthi 
have nothing but what. we have rececived,no fool 
' to nouriſh us,nor meanesto maintaine us, nor how 
; nor helps to preferre and proſper us, but what mill i 
: comefrom God: Nox nobis Dowine, non nobis ni 
unto us Lord, nof unto us, but unto thy Namegy 
the praiſe: marke the ingemination, the Prophet 
teacheth us to pray twice againſt our own praiſes 
are ſo apt to praiſe our ſelves,. ſo ready to glow 
our own proſperity; but let me adviſe you, youth 
finde that the world doth favour you, and proſper. 
tie beginnes to come upon you, whom ſhouldya 
thank for it © not. thank your ſelves; but thankyar 
_ Goa, it is he that, makes you to proſper, | 
'- Obſerve againe, that it isnot barely ſaid , Gat 
proſpered him,but God made him to proſper (#i 
were) in deſpight of all thoſe that ſought and wiſk 
his undoing. As it is ſaid in another caſe, ate7.5. 4. 
God makes the Sun to ſhine upon the good and upouiit 
bad,he makes the rains to fall upon the juſt andthem 
-J*#; it is not ſaid, hee ſuffers it, but hee mak 
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Withe world that is ſuch a Zacifues , a hater of light 


adlover of darknefſe, whoſe deeds are fo evill, that 


wiflhevery Sunne in the heavens, is even loath to caſt his' 
[of kames and thine upon him; and there is many a plor: 
hol of-ground. that is. purchaſed , and pofſefled by fo 


icked an owner, that the very clouds of heavenare 


Ty bath and unwilling to drop their fatnefſe upon ir, but 
lis that God as 1t were makes them doit ': Hence we fee 
rat God hath the diſpoſing 'of 'all theſe temporall 


s ifthe Lord undertake to make aman, all 


ml the world ſhall not marre bim;we may ſee it in Avoſes,, 
ol Exod. 7.1. Pharaeh did what hee could to marre: 
ill Moſes, and tocxpoſchim toruine-and obſcuritie in 
ul tisyery infancie 5 bur-God that-undertooketo-make 


him, never left him, nor gavehim over , till hee had 


; made him a god to Pharevb, not a god whom Pharaeh 


worſhip, but whom he ſhould fear and ſtand in 


" meof;agodto execute judgements and bring plagues 
all pon him and toremove the ſame again. Hen» faith 


inher ſong,r Sam. 2.7. The Lord maketh poor and ma- 


- labrich; it wereas cafie to God tormake all rich,asto 


F make any poore: againe, it were all one with God'to 


makeall poore, as to make any rich (for he hath the: - 
making of both) but in his prouidence and wifdome 
he hath made ſome of both ſorts, that the one might. 


if] helpthemſclves to heaven by ſupplying and relieving 


the neceſhties of the other; 


5.8 And therefore for our owne parts, if wee have y 
#F making ;-any:promotion or proſperity above our fel- 
lowes, we muſt confefſe with Dovid. : That it Go8 
#4 bath made ws, and not we owr wy it is God _ 


—— —— _ - 


hath made us Men, wheb hee might have made'y 
Beaſts., it is God thathath made us Chriſtians when, 
he might have made us Tnfidels z - is God that hah 
made us rich when he might havemade uspoorey jg. 
a word, it is God that hath made us to proſper wha 
he might have made us to periſh... (#ee ſowehtth- 
Lord, end God made-bim toprofper.) os 
But that is notall z the maine thing that I obſeyy 
from hence is, the benefitthat arifeth to us by ſeeks. 
ing of God ; namely, that it turnesto our owne'a& 
vantage, our owne profit 5 God bath onely the gl- 
ric; but the gaine is wholly ours, forit is a meanesty- 
make us proſper; as Devid ipcaking ofthe commay- 
dements, P/«l.19.faith, Thatin keeping of then 
there is -great rewgrd ; no man ſhall bee  loſerby 


keepingof Gods Commandements, but a Pai-er an} | 


a great gainertoo, for in keeping of them theres 
grcatreward ;' if we be not rewarded on earth outre. 
ward ſhall be the greater inheaven, 1» coals repuſis 
eft- major. capipenſatio ( {aich Ce/vin) the greateſt te- 
ward 1s reſerved inche heavens. Thus faichthe Lotd 
that teacheth thee toiprofir, F42.48.277. 0hrbut ths 
haddeſt earkned 10:my comm. tndements ! then hadthy: 
proſperity been as.p floyd, and thy rightcouſneſſe at tht 
waver dfehe ſea”: thy proſperity ſhould havebcenſy 
lpcand plenitifult, that asa flood it ſhauild havean. 
overthe bankes', andthe reward of thy-righteouſ- 
neflce: as the waves of the ſeaz that is, one-rewad. 
ſbould:foHow upon the necke of another, 'as'008 
$a29-: 0/4627 there were is heart bn1bis people 19 lou 
we, 4ua fare we as they beve ſaid. then fbeuld i Lk 


4 Tag, 


; The way to profher. 
vel with them aud their children after them ; not that 
lmight bea gainer and you loſe, butthat you. and 
children might reape the benefit. {Sothatas our 
Siyiour ſaith of the Sabbath , thatit was made for 
man, not onely for Gods ſervice, but for mans profit: 
ſoit istrue of every Commandement , # was:made 
for mans, that is, for mans good and benefit : there- 
fore you_have ic ſo often repeated in Deaterowomy, 
Thel are the: Commandements that.I have given 
thee for thy wealth and for thy good. 


Irisa pretty obſervation of Cajetes, upon that ſay- 
ing of Godto Adoſes, Ex0.34.1. Hew thee two Tables, 
Dale tibs, nom mili, ego enim #01 indigie tus aottione : 
Hewtothy ſclfe, not for me, for I need noneof thy 
hewing, nor yet any of thy tables, it is for thy owne 
| adthy peoples good that I bid thee hew them, ſo it 
for our good that God bids us ſeeke him 5 God 
hath only theglory of it, but the þenefit is our owne, 
far it is a means to make us proſper. 
Therefore if wee love our ſelves and deſire to doe 
our ſelyes good, letus ſeekethe Lord, Iknow, that 
nxturally wee alllove our ſelyestoo much, but ſpi- 
itually wee all love our ſelves too linthe; for hee 
that lives in faane, hedoth not love himſelfe, for hee 
goeth the way to undoe himſelfe both here and ever. 
2 Chro.24.20. Why tranſereſſe ye the Commandements 
ef the Lord that ye camnor proſper * Wee uſe whe of 
onethatis of a good nature, butan evill hnsband, He 
s 10 mans foe but his owne , and it is true of every one 
. F thatlives in any knowne finne, not grieving for it, nor- 
© firiving againſt it ,, not making conſcience to zeforme 
it, heis his owne foc indeed, for hee doth not onely 
anger God , but he hinders himlſclfe that hee cannot 
_=_ E 2 proſper, 
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proſper , Why tranſgreſſe ye the rommundemeyts of cj wit 
that ge oannot proſper? © Wen 
Thelike ſpeech you have in Ezek. 1 8.hy wil W 
alte,o houſe 19 Goddothnot ſay,Why willy har 
fin,O houſe of {ſrael?but why willye die,O houſe ÞÞ au 
Tſrael? as preſuppoſing they might wellknow,if they I qu 
will needs fin,they muſt needs diezfordeathristhews. i on 
(o 

G 

& 

i 

ke 

f 

! 

k 
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p65 of fin, and followes it as the ſhadow follower the i 
bodice. The Lord ſpeaks it with-indignation,P/hy wil iN | 
ye dye< as wondring they ſhould love themſclyesho 
better, bat event ſeek their owne death, by.ruſhing 

into-finne,ask horfe ruſheth into the battell: that's the 
expreſſion that God uſeth (7er.8,7.) They raſh imo fi 
us 4 horſe rufheth into1bebertell.” And why as a borls 
tufheth into the battel),” and not as a man ruſheth into 
the battell: I will tell you what Ithioke the reaſons 
The horſe when he ruſheth-into the battell, dothng 

know thatthoſe whom he ruſheth on be his enemies, 

that they will hurt, wound-and kill him, but he ruſhah M1 
bn them without feareor wit, and Tuſheth upon his £1 

owne death : ſo fooliſh men doe notknow, atleaſt £: 
| 

| 

| 


will not know. (Thi they willir gly know-not as Siint 
Peter ſpeaks) that (in is fuch at enemy to them, thatit 
deth hurt , kill, and damnethem , thereupon they 
rvſli\upon finne without feare,, and ſo wn upontheir 
owndeftrution, - - T9 95 DE = DI 
/- Therefore it-isa good meditation of Saint 4ofis 
apon that prayerof David, Deliver me, O Lord, from || 
theevillinan; Tu noli tibleſſewalum, liberet te Domi- 
244 3e;& 6 -Beecnot thou anevill manto thy ſelfe, 
pray to:God to deliver thee from thy ſelfe being an 
evil man;-andofan'evill manto make thee a good 


"man, _ 
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Gi nan, that thou maieſt not hurt thy ſelfe,/and then ne- 
* Y ret fear any burt that any other evill man can do thee. 
Weſay, New Leditur nif; a ſeipſo, No man takes any 
hart but he may thanke himſelte , his owne ſin is the 
auſe of it; were it not for finne, heayen could haveno 
quarrell againſt us, hell could have no power over us; 
J arfiosarethey that hurtus, they are thoſe thatun- 


th 


+ The Scripture ſpeakes of finne lying at the doore; 
Gen.447. 1f thou deft i8, finnel es at the dvor., "Of all 
toote keepers in the world , finne is the worf?, for if. 
tar ye at the doore it doth a double niiſchicte, it 
keeps Gods blefing out,and it lets Gods judgements 
n: therefore if you defire to dwell in ſafety , andto 
[per in your family, let not fir-lie at your door as 
log-as that lies there without repentance; you muſt 
xer-looke to proſper, © ag 
"The Scripture ſpeakes of ſome that are ſonne#6F 
$144, and daughers of Beal, (the ſonnes of El: 
 nere fonnes of Belisl,r Sam.2.and 1. Hannah (Hith to 
El; Count n0t thy hand maid for a danghter of Betial) 
= Now a ſon of Be{zal is taken generally for one excee- 
dngly wicked,the very childe of the devill, that lives 
#quejuze., without a yoke , without any feare of - 
Gad before his eyes - but it ſcemeth to be derived of 
(87) which ſignifies without, and (jeen/) which is 
bbe profitable, or to proſper z andſo Beljal noteth 
Jha one as is altogether unprofitable ,' and which 
annor, ſhall not proſper. If any ſuch be here , or if 
xy of youthat be here finde your ſelvesto be ſuch, 
that you are unprofitable members of the Conimon- 
J*alth, that you doe, — proſper-in your __—_ 
W-:: ; 
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of life, Ewill not ſay yee are fons of Be/z«7(what hay 
: Ttodoeto judge you?) onely this let me adviſe you 
that you would conſider with your ſelves what An 
-It is that lyes at your doores,and keeps Gods bleſſung: 
\ Remove butthat, drive butthat away by a fincay 
' repentance and reformation of life , and then therey 
- hopeto proſper. * We ſee it inthe nature of a ſtream, 
© - fit be ſtopt in his courſe that he cannot make wy 
in his wonted channell, it will turne in upon it fell 
and flow backe againe towards the fountaine , andiy 
- theplaceit came from;ſo when you finde yourſelng 
- toptin your proceedings , that = cannot make 1 
- way into the world fo [up Ao y {o ſuccesfully ! 
- you deſire, then do as the ſtream doth, remete, flon : 
| back, refleR,recoyle and turne in upon your ſelves0- 
ſee where the fault lyes, what (inne is the cauſe of i 
(far that's the x25x50 the objeR or bar that hinder 
ood things from us) and when you have turned 
packe into your ſelves, then turne forward unto your 
| God, defire him to pardon and amend you,andthaty 
the way to proſper, Eh 2 
I have not yet done with this point; I beſcech you 
give mee leave, and I beſeech God give mee grace, 
that I may apply it ſeverally and effeQually to yout 
 foules and conſciences , fot application isthelite > 
.: al inftrmRion, a thing proved is true toall, butiti 
- good to none but onely to them to whomit is ap» 
. plied. Let me intreat therefore you patient attention 
ye alittle longer ; and you ſhall heare what ] ha 
tolay untoyou , not in-any biting or galling mannet 
( I never delighted inthat Rraine ) butin a" 


— 
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1nd mildneſle to teach you how toproſper. - '' | 
- Firſt, you that are Tradeſmen, Shop-keepers, 
Handicrafcimen , that have nothing to betake ta'but -- 
what your honeſt lzpours and endeavours muſt helpe - 
youtoz decyoudeſireto proſper in your trades/and | 
liogs * Then ſceke the Lord. before you ſet-to 
woke, doe as they doe at Sea, that have oculer adia-- 
has, manne adcliwvam, their hand uponthe helme, 
ndcheir eye upon the heaven: ſo when a mans hand - 
$ypon his worke, and his heatt upon his God , then 
ishis bufineſle like to proſper. Contrariwiſehe that 
ſets to his worke before hefecks to his God , takes a - 
prepoſterous courle , and commonly thrives there- | 
aer; You know what Peter confeſt ro Chriſt, Ma- 
fer, we have lboured all night and taken nothing : and 
'nomarvell, for Chriſt was not with him inthe Ship, 
15 ſoone a5 cvet denbeg oes Chriſt; immediatly 
heehad good ſuccelſe, Baleeveir, brethren, except - 
Chrift be with a man in his Shop, as hewas with Pe+ 
kin his Ship ,: there's no good to bee done in any | 
Trade, What's the reaſon that ſo. many Tradeſmen "| 
breake. and hide their heads, - and runne away, . but - 1] 
becauſe they have not ſought the Lord ,* bor gotten - i 
Chtiſt unto them ? they firſt breake with God, then - 
hieike with men : firſt loſe their credits with God, 
and then it-i5juſt with God they ſhould lolcetheirere- 
dis with men : firſt leave their honeſtie,, 'then - * 
ole their proſperitie : it you deſire therefore = 
that your dealings ſhould proſper;,: and your tr2- | {4 
ding hold and thrive.,- get Chriſt into-yourſhoppes, 1 
a{hee will bring you in Cunſtomers:, hee will * | 
bieſſe: your -cakings, - .hee wil uphold you that 
W | you £1 
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you ſhall never breake: but if ye expell Chriſt out! F* 
your ſhops by your wickedrieſle,as Perey ont of wall 
Lie would. wer bee — gone ron te of 
| (ſaying; Lord goe from me for Tam 4 frufull my 

wo farewell all good fortune » and never looke y 
yy PCr. 

if you would haye Chriſt to keep with ok 

Iwelt roll make his abode with you ; and-ſoto bleſt 
and proſper you, thenbee ſure that you uſe apo 
- conſcience in all your dealings; take heed you dom 
- deale withyour Cuſtomers, as the Prophet 4am 
complaines of the dealers in his time, Amos 8.5, 
_ they made the Ephah ſmall, and the Shekle grea 
that is, they ih the meaſure little and the price 
great : take heed of that , 'cis an. abomination tothe 
Lord, and he that uſeth it ſhall never prof per.. 
member the ſaying, 70b 1» $5.6; See ethe 1 Lordal 
be upright, and he will make the habitation of thy right 
eoſoh weſſe proſperous. 
2 Youthathaveoccaſionto travell by landotly 
water , that have any journey to goe that you delir 
ſhould proſper, 'then ſecke to God before youle! 
out of dooxes, take God along with you, requeſthi 
company , crave his condu and guidance : prays 
Eleazer did; Gen.24.12. 0 Lord God of my maſſer 4: 
brabam,'] beſeech thee ſend me good ſpeedthu dey; ad 
God heard him, andgranted his defire , hee ſpeds 
wellas his heart could wiſh, -1f thou wouldeſt be 
proſperous and ſpeed: well , bee religious and pray 
well; :forheethat prayes well, cannever{ſpeed il, 
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fer thee io the way, if God bee not.with thee ko protet 
el. thee 2 but ikthou haſt ſoughrto him,he will bea Sun 
0 and a ſhield unto thee, Pſal. 48. a Sun to dire and 
al puide thee, aſhicld ro defend and ſave thee from all - 
» 1 £00yances that may hurtthee, He will give his 4ngels 
\ Þ charge over thee to keep thee in all thy wayes; in vis, non 
Þprecipitits, in thy wayes wherein thou walkeſt with 
God as Exch did;notinthy headleng courſes where- 
-jathou runneſt without God : and when thou runneſt - 
the divels way, inthe way of wickednefle and va- 
gitie, thou art out of Gods proteRion,and muſt neyer 
hok to proſper : (out of Gods wayes,and out of Gods 
proteQion.) Inall thy journies therefore doe as E/ks- 
whdid,r.$4m.1.19, He roſe up early inthe morning 
torcturne to Re745h , but he durſt not ſet forwarda 
"foot, till hee had worſhipped before the Lord : Moſes 
ould not ſtir afoot except Gods preſence went with 
him,Zx0.53.15. bear thou that mind, hold thou that 
godly reſolution,and{my life for thine)God wil make. 
thy way to proſper. _ Thx 
.. 3 Youthat are asſouldiers and men of war, if you 
bee commanded to fight the Lords battells in cauſa 
Cirifl,againſt his and your enemies, and ( as Terto!. 
Tpeaks) cruorem cruore reponere, to retaliate bloud with 
bloud, to ſhed your bloud for. Chriſt that hath ſhed. 
bis bloud for you doe you defire that your warfare 
ſhould proſper? then ſeeke to God before you ſet up- 
0n your enemies; it is God that muſt cover your heads 
inthe day of battell, it is hee that muſt defend you 
from the danger ofthe enemy. Beleeveit, a man of 
yar without God is but a naked man though inthe 
midſt of all his harnefſe, Exod. 32.25. it is ſaid that 
Moſes ſaw the people were naked after their great 
; RE finne, 
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finne,how naked? Now veſte,ſed gratis & prefidioDa, Nl ff 

' they were naked, not ſo much for want of cli hey £ 
armes, asfor wart of the grace, favour and protedtion I 

_ of God;and no doubt(as Ferw obſerveth) Si tuncar 


ruifſent boſſes , if their enemies had then fallen upon 
them, they tad moſt ſhamefully.foiled them. Thusj 
is ftil}, leta man be never ſo well cloathed , neverſy 
well armed, never fo wel guarded and weaponed,ifhe 
be ftript of Gods proteQion by ſinne., hee lies naked 
and open to all difiſters , and therefore it-ever any 
you come upenthat ſervice, firſt ſceke the Lord, ang 
that is the way to proſper. 1 
_ 4 Youthatare great projzRors.and plotters for yow 
adyancementinthe world, let me only admoniſhyoy 
 inawordythat in allyour plots you would begin with 
_ thefirſt mover, and fecketo God before you ſet up: 
on the meanes; foritis 2certainething, no proje&can 
roſper without God : when you have wroughta by. 
Roefeand ripened it, and ( as you thinke ) broughtit 
- . to maturity, if God be not fought-unto, hee candih 
It and blaſt itin a moment,that it hall prove abortive 
fike the untimely fruit of a woman, Eſay 8, 10. Tak 
counſel! together and it ſhall be brought to nought., pre- 
 nonnce d deereeandit ſhall uoy ſand, for God's with mw, 
No goodto bedone-without God: Hannah gives this 
counfelt inher{ong, 1. Sam. 2.3, Speake n8 more pre- 
ſumptyouſly, tet not arrogancie come forth of your month, 
for the Lord # a God of knowledge.and by him enterpriſes 
arc eſtabliſhes, for any man tothinkeor ſay that heeis 
able of Inmfel{e-to bring an enterpriſe to paſſe, hee 
ſpeakes preſumptuouſly, hee takes more- upon him 
than he'1s able to performe, for mortall man hath not 
the knowledge to looke thorowa buſinefſe, to {ce alt 
Gear - the 
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| - The way fo profter To 
thecircumſtances of ir, all the wheeles that muſt con- | 
 emeto-2ccomplifh it, The Lordisonely a God of 
howledge,& by him enterprizes are broughttopaſs, 
one thing brought to paſs by him, is better then a 
thouſand brought to paſſe by cur ſelves withonthim, 
becauſe his mercy is over all his works,that is,(as one 
mell expounds it) as the warmth of a Hen is over all 
teregges to cherith & to hatch them,ſo IS Gods metr- 
ryover all his works, to produce them, ſo as ſhalf be 
moſt for our good; whereas if aman fit brooding over 
tis own projeQts,& think to hatch and produce them 
ofhimſelt without God. they will prove but Cocka- 
trices eggs, which when they are broken a ſerpent ap- 
peares, ſome miſchiefe or other to ſhame and blame 
themſelves, If you defire then that your projets 
ſhould. proſper, and your enterpiiſes ſucceed and = 
come to pood effeR.then ſeek to God for councel and + 
direion, beg for the ſecret guidance of his ſpirit;and 
the ſecret working of his providence,and he ſhal pro- 
ſperthy proje&s and bring thy enterprizes to paſſe. 
-5. Laſt of all, you that are in debt and diſtrefle for 
want of meanes and maintenance; I ſhall endeayour'to 
give you counſell from my Text;you know that gad- 
- | linefle and honeſty is not alwayes adefence apainft 
, © debt; grace and goodneſſe may keepe a manfrom un- 
thriftineſſe, bur it doth notever keepe'a man from po- 
 vefty; ſo that eventhebeſt , the bolieſt, the ho- 
reſteſt men on carth may be in debt and deep in arte» 
rages, not through any lavifhnefle or riot of.expence 
| {for Religion teacheth a good man to moderate his 
Hands, and to ſpend within the proportion and com- 
paſſe of his eſtate, )but otherwaies by the inflicting or 
ordering hand of God upon him to trie him, Many 
« F2z 
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wayes there be to bring aman into deb? butt 


but one way (that Iknow)to bring a man out of deb i þ 


and that is this that is chalked- out here in my text, 7y 
ſerve and ſeeke the Lord. If God be truly lerved,ifthy 
Lord befincercly ſought unto,let a mans eſtate bene. 
| verſopoore,his debts never ſo many, his dangersne. 
ver ſo great, God wil find a meanes to worke himqut 
as the Apoſtle Petey (aith, 2 Pet.2.9.The Lord knowet 
how to deliver the godly out of temptation + thoughths 
godly know not how they ſhould poflibly be delive. 
red, yet God in his ſecret wiſdome knows howty 
deliver them, ſo God knows how to deliver a poor 
man out of debt though he himſelfe know no evafs 
on, hath no meanes cither in his power or in his view, 
God is never at a ftand, never at aloſſe; if we knoy 
how to pray, he knows how to helpe us. bz 

What ſaid the man of God to 4w142/4h,2Chron.zx, 
9.when he forbad him to take theEphramites intothe 
battel againſt theEdomites becauſeGod was not with 
them: 4mazi/ah asked him,what then ſhould become 
of the hundred talents which he had given them for 
their helpe ? Cannot God, ſaid the Prophet give thee 
morethenthis ? ſo ſay I tohim that trembles atthe 
inundation of debt upon him; cannot God if he wen 
ſought unto give an iſſue out of this £ cannot God ( 
ſay, if the ftumbling-block of thy fin were taken out 
ofthe way by a found and ſerious humiliation,) can- 
not God givethee even more then that thou oweft? 
cannot God doe more for thee then thou art awate 
of < aflurethy ſelfe he can,nay aſſure thy ſelf he will: 
Takenot my word for it,buttake the Apoſtles word, 


Phil 4.6, #1 wen be nothing carefull (ſowee 
tranſlate jt) but the word fignifies, be not diftrated N. 
| | | Ac 
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The wayto proſper. 41 

f otroubled in minde : and whatis there in the world; 
& ghat worldly thing (I meane) that more diſtraRs and 
troubles an honeſt- minded man then the thought and 
eonfideration of his debts and dangers * well, but is 
there no remedy, is there no reliefe for one in ſuch a 
ale? yes, there 15 one univerſall remedy for all evils 
wtatſoever,and that is humble prayerzthat is the har- 
hour we muſt put 1nto in all our ill weather,and thar is 
tthe Apoſtle direRs unto intheplace forecited ; be 
aeful for nothing, but in every thing let your requeſt 
bemade known unto God in ſupplication and prayer 
adgiving of thankes, and the God of peace vrv5i0 
ſhall keep and guard your hearts as Kings are kept and 
 marded from all annoyances. This do then,thou that 
atperplexed & intangled ina labyrinth of debt, that 
thou canſt410d no outgate, no paſſage, no way to e- 
ſape;down upon thy knees to God,7? wilder dranwier 
ue 9 53 018 (as Crhyſofe.ſpeaks)unclaſpe thy conſei- 
ence before God, lay open thy grievances to him,un- 
ladethy cares and wants and feares into the boſome 
Wes Chriſt; and if any meanes under heaven will 
ale and helpe thee,this wil do it. Belceve it brethren, 
al worldly policies without this-are but 4rez fine 
 «ce,ſand without lime,they wil never hold together 
when we have moſt need of them, but like untempe- 
red morter wil fall aſunder: let earneſt prayer be joy- 
ned with frugality, skilland induſtry, and then expect 
with comfort the end that God will give : and this is 
the way to make a poore man proſper. i | 

- I have but onething more tomoveyou in before T 
kaye this point, and that is this, that you whom God 
hath already proſpered and bleſt and enabled to doe 
-go0d, woulG be pleaſed and perſwadedto give lome- 
uh ; F3 thing 
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FO The way to proſper. 
thing out of your plenty to the poore,8: pious uſes av 
| corre a$S God hath proſpered youzit is the Apolls 

own word,1Cor.16.2.He would have every orelayyy 

in ſtore by him to beſtow on the poor ard needyas 
cording as God hath proſpered him;for the quantiy, 

God hath let it to every mans confcience, only inge 

nerall he is direQed, 2 Cor.9.to do as God hath pi 

fpered him : we ſhould dotherefore inthis caſe,asthe 
. Jews do im another caſe, who becauſe they know nat 
the precife time when the Sabbath ſhould beginad 
.end, they begin it an houre the ſooner, and enditm 
houre the later, this they call, 44d:tioncm de prophi 
no ad ſacrum, an addition from prophaneneſſe to hols. 
eſſe, I will not difpntethe lawfulneſſe of that aQ 
panicular, but generally in ſuch caſes as this, it is good 
for every man to doe rather with the moſt then with 
the leaſt : Dueniiſcurmgqueſumptibuc conflet lucrumil 
piectats nome facere ſumptus.Whatſocver coſt a man. 

1s at for pious andcharitable uſes, it ſhal be a gainews- 
tabimſclf.We finde 1 Chron. 22. 14.when Davidhad 
beſtowed all his cot in preparation for the Templeſi 
tundred Houfmdtatens of cold;a thouſand thouſand 
taterns of filver) thus he expreſt it, Ecce in pauperiat 
mea,this(faith he) I have done according to mypo- 

'verty;as'if he had faid,if Thad beene able to do mort, 

Tywouldhaye done more, but this was as much 

could reachto,andthis(Itruſt) God will accept : fay 
netthenmthy heart, if I were rich}, if I were ablel 
would da thus and thus, bnt do as God hath profpe- 
redtheegfthoucanſt not do according tothy minde 
doaccordingte thy meanes, and that is all that Gal 

Tequires: wertead, M4#.21.when ont Saviour cames 

dingtoJervſalem,fome ſtrewedtheir parments inthe * 

| pKa dee Way, 


The way ta proſper- "00" 
« Bay, and fome cut downe bawes and. branches: If 
tle Wi thou beeft not able fo ſtrew thy garments in-the way 
1 & of Chtiſt (rbat is) to cloath his poor naked members, 
3: @ hea cut downe bowes and branches at leaſt , ſpeake 
anfortable wordsto:them, plead for them,and what 
hon wanteſt in ſubſtance, make up ipprayer, You | 
kowthe poore widows caſe inthe Goſpel, that put 
he WY herewo mites 1nto.the poore mans-box 5 onr-Saviour = 
ot Ml Chriſt afficmed: that ſhee gave more thenall the reſt, 
nd MW becanſe ſh2e gave all chat ſho had : which teſtified (as 
onefaith) not only her liberality to God but her con» 
fidence in God, that ſhe did verily beleeve though-ſhe 
{her ſelf nothing, ſhe-ſhauld not kcke: whereupen. 
"n I Saint 4uguftime faith, Divites largiuntur ſecuride divui- 
tit, pavper [eur ue de Domina : arich man gives and 
hb WW fears no wane, becauſe he knoweshee bath enqugh ac. 
home : 4 poore man gives and feares as little, becauſe 
0 WY keknowes he hath enough above, there. is one above 
» If villlupply his wants. foes Ty” 
Beleeveit brethren , he that gives any thing with a 
tucintentto relieve the poore and. to. maintaine the 
© diſtreſſed ſhall doe himſelfe mare;good, than he dath 
= whom nareleevens and.L willprove it out of 
U.15.7.10. If tHerebe 42008 you 4 puor m1n.,088 of 
We within.any of thy. gates thou Nat 29t om by 
thy: bears, nov ſhus thy hand upen thy proxe brother : but 
oy ſhalt ſurely give bim, and thy heart ſhall. not begrie- 
wdmhen theu giveſt unto him becauſe that for this thing. 
08. Lordthy God ſhall bleſſe thee in all thy, workes, and. 
Utha thouputteſt thy hand unto. Contrariwile,he that 
| ${0gripple,and ſo baſethat.he will part with nothing: * 
Ff 0the poor, let him know thatin.ſo:doing-he makesa 
larfeiture to God of all his goods;, and God ag 99 
7 "> 0 | | | &VRIC. 


44 The way to proſper. . I 
ſevere exaRer of it athis hands when. hee comexts IN| 


judgement. 5d S! 
\ Wehaveapreſident for itin the Goſpel,of them 
that had atalent given him , and did not ule it as hee 
ought; there came an extent from God, firſt uponthe 
talent [Take away his talent from him] and thenther 
came an extent upon his perſon too. | Take away th? 
unprofitable ſervant, binde him, and caſt him intoutin * 
_ darknes.) As S.Petertold Simow Magus, Thou audit | 
money periſhtogethey, it had been happic for him ifnv- | 
| thing but his money had periſhed, but there coma. 
extent from God againſt all; He and his money mylt 
periſh together. As the Idolater(as one faid of ulla) | 
ſhall burn in hell with that ſame wood and ſtone thut 
he adored and made a God of on earth: So the Yin 
and money-monger, that hath no goodnes norcoi- 
paſſion in him , ſhall burn in hell with the ſame filve * 
and gold that he made an idol of here in this world, 
I will ſay no more but this; Shew mercy tothe poore 
 forChriſts ſake, and Chriſt will ſhew mercy toyou 
for the poores ſake. Doe good as God hath prob: 
- pered you, and then you fulfill the Law of Chriſt, 
I have done with the firſt general point of my text, 
namely, the ground and foundation of true proſpeti- 
tie,that muſt be raiſed and built upon religion nigh 
tie: God muſt be ſought unto,ere any true proſpetitic 
Can be attained unto. I will diſpatch the other paitin 
a word or two, and ſo conclude. And that is the 
bounds and limitation of true proſperitie, how farteit 
reachetb,and how long it laſtcth, and that is only dy- 
ng the on out dog _—_ and marr te Lord, 
0 101g 4s he ſought the Lord (lo lone, and no longer) 
Cod wade hit \, proſper. are: A : 


© Secondly , So long, How long hs were x | 


: on OTC 
'keinthe wards before my" Text (He ſoughtthe:Lord 
inthe dayes of :Zroharlah , who-had underſtanding in 
inthe viſions of God);) 'That wiſe ahd holy Prophet 
Zichaniab was a happy Tutor tothe ninoritic;of ; King 
rezich ; and wasalwaycs at handto counſelliand ad- 
viſe him;to advertiſe;& admoniſh tijarinthipgs pertai- 
ning to his God and his government, and by his godly 
doctrine , and his holy life to guide and ſteer him the 
ht way-to happinefſe:: now as long as, Zechariah li- 
ved;during all his time hee ſaughtthe:Lord, and preſ- 
: but as ſoone as:Ze&@harleb was:gone and gathe= 
redto his fathers,it ſhould ſeeme that77z2/4b began to 
fallaway, and his proſperitie ſunkeas faſt as his pietie: 
juftlike the waters'of Nogh's flood;i as ſoon as ever the 
fountaicies and ſprings began to be ſtopt,, preſently the 
waters began to abate: ſo-when the ſpring of grace be- 
gins to bee ſtopt up in a mans heart , and dambdu 
with wickedneſle and finne, it is a venture but his prol- 
aitie will abate arid dty away, and his latter end ſhall 
e worſethen his beginning. Here then(as in a Mappe) 
weemay ſee and ba tho miſerable down-fall of 
many Chriſtian ſoules , who, during their minoritic 
F 20d youpger. yeeres,: while they live under good Pa- 
' BI rents, good Tutors, and good Governours, they take 
F good courſes and keepe themſelves in good order, but 
whenever they come to their owne hand , Sine cortive 
vare, toſwimme without a corke., to ſaile without a 
ſterne, and to live withqut:a guide and without a God 
they runne many times heaglong into men gelperne 
licefitious courſes , that 2 man that ſees them ſo bad at 
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thelaſt would hardly belceve they had ever beene 

good at the firſt. It ts a good obſeryation of a late Di- 

vinein the dayes of Popety and blindneſle, the divell 
Ricemes walked very only among them: hence 
Ft: "hs we 
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rally ich thangelings there be inche vrold God 
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youlthith thaounſhef cowor worll,bbferveit wherejey 


| Noll you ſhall Hover fivide their fark kind 'of of perſons, 
proſper; & thoſetterolanpelin ag rw. 


. body," {6 thele ever profper in giveale 


ciet arſe uhts clhedspthat! hethicg "har they 
all piofper with then: Bub they avlllba ak 
conſuryption; howſoever he thay boulſter vphir 
for 4thhie wich PH yficke and Dict-drinkes ; it wi 
Hitt tHe endl:fo be that is32a fpititoa Loma 
rite] E0ofiſtimption; that'ls fatles from-God; hem 
goc owand hy > ojit F6rd thile'7 bit itrwill andoe 
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; "The way rogreſfer. #7. 
Y 6aenes ſure of ifchatboenchair ovine dit 
pb | dna rs nat emetgny aus 
"For our ſelves barpocs: (to draw tar ond fe 
tefireto goe on and proſper as we that 
emes bend decay, no declining, ti6 abaterient, 
erg tr ow" T5000 profperity” ;/ ekHeririour 
Ward graces, or in our war forturies; / terus la- 
blur for Tito things which *Kidg Veal wanted in | 
dy -and-Hiimiliey;"! © 
ThA labonr for Atzenlcy; bethie fare iownaltyte | 
GEwad;that you ſeerne to 'be outwardly ts the 
ves, be like We! cuttainies * the bores qo f 
| ay Were 10 "wrought, at they were oft -. 
bath ſides alike z' ſo be you dlike'on rs hag ; 
teafeto the Lortd,and in life to the world; elſe he i | 
nohope of continuance z for nil fam ef dluturnam, - 
wihing chat is couniterfelt, will [aft long ; counterfeit 
Partes 3nd Diamorids inn iy Sie ind ſparkle, and: 
wk faire fhewford timed, bat their liſtr will not: 
k;l0 where there is only ah0tward forme of god-' 
_ Hot the inward powet oF if , It cannor laſt | 
lg. Ifati apple be totted arte care Hhoughi it have a- 
ae datfede 3ewil not contirme ſo16ng, but rottenneſs) ' 
nlil 6oſ{offe the outſide alſo; ; forthis is the patate'of” 
bihp$that 2rSubſoritid;they ay not there whete the. 
niteeirlelſe bepgah, britthiey patrifie. and errt Fs 
atfore : fo thoſe that have rotten hexrtsts' God- 
witd, thy eatty a faire ew fora'tinie,biit trthe ed | 
teurſe of God will: come nupon'them;and their very 
Þ maine ſhall rot, that is; their hypoctiſie ſhall bediſco- - 
| dd. and their outſide made 2Srottetvas theit inſide: 
beware therfore of hypocrifie & lair for ſincerity. 
Secondly, pray for humility, that was another grace 
bEKing F=ziab wanted; LING 5 (aid of him, Yerſ. mr | 
'Y of ; 
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and whenhe was ſtrong, his heart was lified uprg 
GIN was alamentable thing, that ama 
rity. ſhould be ſo ſwolne with pride hath 
FO eyeoburſt Dagipeyale heed of thatyyougnl 
_ God hathexalted aboye your fellowes;the 
' old time were the goodlieſt men in the wdeyy 
they are called in-Hebrew: Nephilems of xkojol 
becauſe as by their pride 'and preſumptiontheyh 
from God,fo.God in his juſtice tutabled them dow 
' thattheyfell: without recovery into the pit of bi 1 
; thus (as The ſaying is)pride will have a fall, but hy 
| liry ſhal havea riſc,16b 22.29; ben men are caſ dh 
' then thou ſhalt ſaz,&4c. Whena man caſts downhij 
ſelfe in a voluntary humiliation, then God exales af 
lifts him up, but when in a proud preſumption hey 
alts and lifts up himſelfe, then God dejecs and a 
them downe: it is a good meditation of-$. dog 
uponthe words of David, Pſ4.138:9, The Lord! 
high and be beholdeth the lowly,er. lcea rap 
der ( ſaith he) God fits aloft in heaven, and ya 
higher a man lifts up himſelfe, the further he is 
' God; the lower aman caſts downe himſelf,the neq 
heis to God. I will cloſe upall withthat Goonel 
phonema of-holy Bernard: Dowinas Dewus,qui 
tlam hamilibus, da. gratians wit fron Fad O] yy 
| God;\thou that oiveſt grace tothe humble, givet 
prace to.be humbled, And. that for Jeſus Chriſt hi 
ſake, to whom with thee and the holy Spirit begiye 
and aſcribed all hooour and elorv, be done and pet 
formedall. cs and duty, fromthis time forth nd 
for 'EVErTIPEE, Ames, Amen, _,,.. wo 
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